
How We Got Ourselves
Out of Debt

THIS bit of practical method is not
the work of either a professional or

an amateur financier. It does not
purport to settle nil family business diffi¬
culties. It is the story of failure.not
success. But the message is there.
The writer is past thirty and has been

married eight years. His income.very
liko "all Gaul".is divided into three
parts, five hundred dollars from literary
work; twelve hundred from lecture work;
with a generous income from heading
a department in a Kentucky institution.
This should make a living, surely, suffi¬
cient for two adults and two babies.

Hut it didn't!

The Awakening
ABOUT fourteen months ago we sud-

denly awoke to the fact that we were
running farther behind every month. The
revelation sickened and distressed us. We
were then about twelve hundred dollars
in absolute debt.
Panicky.and, 1 fear, simpering.I

strove to find a larger salary in another in¬
stitution. Failing, I rushed to this friend
and that, only to find that money in
our community was air-tight and chained
in addition.
Then 1 faced the situation somewhat

squarely, and with a brave wife started
in to reduce expenses and "pay off."' Our
methods are so simple that you may
scoff at them. But they worked with
us. They have paid off a huge amount of
debt; at least, huge to us. By the same

methods one may accumulate funds.

We Get Our Change
tpiItsWe were ordering by tele-

phone. We had one dry-goods bill
of $81 which we supposed was about
$20. We had a grocery bill of $110
which 1 honestly thought was about
$40 or $50. Not being pressed, we had
allowed the butcher to credit us to the
amount of $7.r>.
You see, we are reputable citizens.

Wo are church folk. ''Sometime they
will pay tip!" sang the chorus in their
varied stores; anil they allowed the tele-
phono to keep adding to our misery.
How did we meet the telephone imp?

Well, my wife says, "Kindly send us a

fifty-cent pork roast and change for a

dollar!" We send our maid with cold
cash when we wish to buy any thing at
the dry-goods store. We have slain that
abominable little insect!

Nibbling at the Big Bills
CA*CO.V/>. We had known some bills

were large, and therefore left them
absolutely alone in their glory. No month
ever came when we felt free to say, "Now
we'll pay off that furniture bill of forty
dollars." No, my friends; such months

arc rarer far than the proverbial days
of June.

True, an occasional statement of our
account marred the absolute serenity of
home joy; but the first of the month
soon ebbs out into those glorious bill-
proof days. Undisturbed, we little heeded
our danger.
But finally a terse note from a col¬

lection agency gave us cold chills. How
did we go about to secure a remedy?
We began by nibbling at them.the big
bills. We paid off a .1M(X) note by com¬

pelling ourselves boldly to hand over

twenty-five dollars every month. The fur¬
niture bill we facod at the rate of five dol¬
lars a month.
We kept right after those debt-'. And

fives and tens will eventually pay off any¬
thing.even a plumber.

We Tackle I lie Small Bills
'T'lIIItD. We knew we had a small raft

of small debts. We owed one jeweler
eight dollars, and promptly changed shops
to keep from annoyance. We owed eight
here, six-thirty here, seven-twenty at an¬
other shop.

Being cultured and not wishing to
offend, we slid by these merchants or.
like the Levite, more often "passed bv
on the other side." Now 1 walk straight
past these same stores and their owners.
We quit shamming. We borrowed

a large amount of money.large for
us.and paid off all the tag-end, no-
account bills.

Grocer Comes Before Garage
FOURTH. None of our associates cnter-

tained in a class with us. We were

locally famous for doing things correctly,
decently, and in order. We always had
"the extra touch, "which.byway of moral¬
izing-always means an extra "touch."
Our printing bill was large. We were
kind to the caterer, too. We helped the
florist maintain himself, with genial
smiles for us. We were strong on "fancy
groceries." But the butcher and baker
were left unpaid!
So we changed our course. Little by

little we surprised ourselves by self-
denials. We are not racing our neigh¬
bors any more. People have forgotten
to compliment our clever dinners and
distinctly different parties. We are hos¬
pitable, 1 hope, but with a more whole¬
some brand of hospitality.
And it's great to be even with the world 1

It is like an immortal's tonic to get a

"receipt" and know that you have been
manly and womanly and worth-while.
Sacrificing begins to take on a sort of
domesticated glamour. The automobile
can wait. The grocer must be paid before
the corner garage makes money. Even
old clothes rest rather comfortably on

buoyant shoulders.

How We Built Our House
HERE'S another contest. Three prizes. First, $25; Second,

$15; Third, $10. And regular magazine rates for every
other letter thut we publish.

All the men and women who, out of an ordinary salary, have
saved for a home and succeeded in building and paying for it,
are eligible for the contest.

I want your whole story in not more than 750 words. The
story that wins the prize will win, not because of its literary style,
but because of its facts. Give figures.what your income was;
how you started saving; how you planned your house; how you
met the succeeding payments; and any other information that
will help other people to avoid your mistakes.
Your name will not be published: therefore make your letter

as frank as you please. This contest closes October 15, 1916.
Address "How We Built Our House Contest"

Care of the Editor of this Magazine
95 Madison Avenue, New York.

Note the Doctor
See How He Guards Against Germs
Note the doctor when he deals with

wounds. Ncte how he makes sure of
sterile dressings.how he keeps them
wrapped.

Little wounds which you treat at
home demand the same precautions. So
does any first aid. A few infectious
&erms may breed millions.

Keep on hand for instant use
B&B Absorbent Cotton.
B&B Bandages and Gauze.
B&B Adhesive Plaster.

want,leaving the rest untouched. These
protectionsmaybevital toyousometime.
BAB Adhesive Plaster is made for surgery,

but it has a thousand uses. It is rubber coated,
and it sticks to anything dry. Any article made
of any substance can be mended with it. Hot
water bottles, lawn hose, tool handles, etc.
Applied to flesh it doesn t irritate. Rolls of
many lengths.10 cents up.
BAB Formaldehyde Fornicators are made

twice the usual strength. This makes them
double sure. Simply li&ht the wick and close
the doors. Use after any contagious disease, or
before occupying any stran&e house.

Get the B&B products, because they
are made to keep on hand, and because
they are double-sure.
B&B Cotton and Gauze are twice

sterilized, once after bein^ sealed. They
are made under hospital conditions to
meet hospital requirements.
They are packed in protective pack¬

ages. B&B Arro Cotton is packed in
fterm-proof envelopes. So is B&B
Handy-Fold Gauze. None is unsealed
till you use it.
B&B Cotton also comes in Handy

Packages. You cut off only what you
Always call the doctor.remember First Aid is only first aid.

Be as careful as your doctor. In these im¬
portant thin&s insist on B&B standards.

First Aid Book
10 Cents

We offer this book at much
less than cost to aid in home
protection. It is written by
a famous sur&eoiu now a
Major in charfte of U. S.
Army Field Hospital. It tells
just what to do in any emer¬

gency.in wounds or burns,
m hemorrhage or faintingin drowning or electric shock, or any sort of

poisoning. It contains 128 pafces. Send us 10
cents as evidence of serious intent, and we
will mail it to you. Address First Aid Dept. 27.

DOUBLE-SURE PRODUCTS
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS

Absorbent Cotton, Gauze, Bandages
Adhesive Plaster, Fumi&ators, etc.

BAUER & BLACK, Chicago and NewYork
Makers of Surgical Dressings

¦^r

TmHJ PONflJ&BRIKQS
HAYNT1TE

TOP MATERIAL.
Single texture, Light and strong. Sheds
water like a duck's back. Guaranteed one
year against leaking, but built to last the life
of the cor. Any top maker can supply U.

AN HAVE
this wholly visible (42 key) slnf!eshift.standard of standards,

for year own and commission
besides, if yoo will show your
friends wherein it exeelle
.tfcer IIOO typewriters,

ad explain to them our
most liberal offer ever
madeon a strictly mod¬

ern, single shift type-writer and a Woodstack at
that. By post card or letter simply My,"MailParticulara.'*
WOODSTOCK TYKWRITIlt CO.,Dtfl. Ml, CMcago.llt.
I imiTC establishing everywhere. Many sales maltyAuLn 1 J made.Self-selllngWoodstock the latest greatL saMac. WiWafsrten. asS.rH»n>. Mna

Garage$6~^S^-
10 x 13? feet "Steelcote"
Edwards ready-to-use erar-
age. 169.50 complete. Factory
price. Fireproof. Portable.
Quickly s«. t up. AM styles
and sites of garages and
portable buildings. Send
postal for illustrated catalog,
The Edwards Mfg. Ce. ttMlt fMfcstoafee^Clnelnnatl,*

WKiS ANI) TOl'PKISS
Scientific Patent Lift I.Ike Tou|>ee, patented
June 29tl>, 191.\, with nine sii|*rk>r claims.
Sent on apifoval. Catalog FRFh".
LMkrd Bute. U..113 llw«SL.Lm. Nut

Songwriter's "Key To Success"
Sent Free. Ciet reul facts. We revise poems, coinpo*e
atul arrange mu«ic. copyright and iucilitute Free Fubiica-
tion or Sale. Submit poem* for examination.
Knickerbocker Studios. No 3 C.uuty Uuildmg, N. Y. City.

|A 4^ Am Write for How to Obtain a'alCniS Patent, Ltd Patent Buy.
B $ 1.000,000in prizes offered foe inventions. Send sketch

toe free opinion of patentability. Our (our boobsent (see.
Victor J. Evans Sc. Co., 718 Ninth,Washington. D. C.

PATENTS SECURE0 OR FEE RETURNED
1910 Edition 911-page patent
book free. Actual search Free.
Send sketch. «. P. KIMMCL.
171 Barrator BM«.. WuS., O. C,

ADVERTISING RATES FOR

Every Week and
The Associated Magazines
Circulation Guaranteed One Million

COMBINATION RATE
Per agate line .

8uarter page. 180 lines -

ulf page. 360 lines .

Full p:igc, 720 lines .

Buck cover page. 6 colors
Center double page, black only
Center double page, 2 colors

$3.00
475.00
950.00

1.900.00
2,230 00
.i .800.00
4,200.00

9*4x12Ji inchesSize of page

For Advertising Rates apply to

Every Week Corporation
and

The Associated Magazines
Incorporated

SB MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK.CITY
109 NORTH WABASH AVENUE. CHICAGO


